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ST. LOUIS IAPJ - Davici Mathews, 
the Secretary of Health . Education 
and Welfare. has been in \'iashington 
just a mollth but already can see the 
value of getting out "to get a sense of 

'!country." 
1\latiwws was pal'l of a Ford 

, Adminis tration team, headed bv the 
' President himself, who particfpatcd 
Friday in mt :Jffair designed .to get the 
pulse ·of ilw country - the \\'hi te 

The young former University of 
Alabama president said he welcomed 
th(• chance to read "thE' mind and mood 

j 

j 
1 
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PRESIDET\T GERALD FOHD ans\vered qu;:..sLions on 
a v<lt:iet v of toi;ic:s Friday afternoon at the 
House on Domestic and Economic Affairs 
<: i StChlfL:r W ·: , in S,. Lvuis. Several 
administration officials aucircssed the day-long 
conference prior to Ford's appearance. (Staff photo 
by SbirlE!Y l\Iariow) 

government cloesn 't do enough 
lis tening." he said. "When's the last 
tim e ;,ou heard that HE\\' lis tens. in­
stead of HEW says this. or HEW sues on 
that ''" 

Speaking and on the part of 
Ford and Pight top aides with an 
audience of HOO community and bu::;iness 
leaders is jus t ,,·hat took place in a 

. format allowing each sp_cakcr to make 
l)riefrelnarks aild tl1e'n open the' floor ·(o 

I ' 

decontrol and busmg \\en· 
as well as stale controvE'rsies such as 
the Meramec Dam. 

Ford ;dso .. <l'd he wt'lconwd the 
t l u t: tlJUrJr;. 's lJH;Od 

through the ninth such confer·ence iH' ;-J 

this :-;e<Jr. 
"Only b:; going around the o 

meetings like this. hy tnt·· tl!i2, Jr,r : · 
facE' to facc and llstcn mg ttl 1.i,;J, • 

have to sav. can vou n•aJly 1earn lo.• 
people fE'cl. and ,,·hat thcy t.hink." Vn 
said. 

J\1athews fielded deahn;! 
mainlv with education - and bu,;in•; i;; 
partic.ula r . ·, :. ··. · 

:-I\ < \\ !, fOL'Ii, 

(jlH::-,l lOlt, lil' . .. ... ; 
was up lo the courts . "011r lo·:'l" i'- ''' 
goes on in the How can ,,.£' 
assist in a ,,_ l(" ,.,, r,, 

;11 td s!ucl,.,nts." 
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Baptitrd:§ Buoyed 
~TO{_,, f~ t.n\ -11.~-1)~.~ '§ f:1.7!1)!f.l\t~r.o ~r] 

..u.,u ...ta. '(Ji \L[ ~ VJi \4...1 \l.l \LI.Iii. ...... 
. • ~.1. 

' 

By SHEILA RULE 
Of the Post-Dispatch Staff 

About 7000 receptive Bap­
tists sang several choruses of 
"He's Got the \\/hole World in 
His Hands" after President 
Gerald R. Ford delivered a 
speech at the annual meeting 
of' the N:~tional Baptist Con­
vention USA here Friday. 

In view of Mr. Ford's en­
thusiastic reception, the 
choice seemed appropriate -
particularly the stanza, "He's 
got you and me, brother . .. " 

Members of the conserva­
tive convention, the country's 
largest black religious org::mi­
zation, heard Mr. Ford's con­
ciliatory message to blacks m 
Kiel Auditorium. 

The lnrgely middle-aged 
audience plinctuated the 18-
mirute speech with .;g rounds 
of vtaorous applause. And 
when the applause died, there 
wa·s a crescendo of praise for 
the President from many con­
vention delegates. 

1 ,.,. • . • ·:,~us~ ~\:; ~ C~il.LC,::, a11u ui llLl<tJ:"! 

1nterv 1ewea said that they 
were buoyed by the Presi­
dent'~ speech. It was sort of a 
mini-lesson in black history 
promising that economic and 
social equality would "be­
come a reality," but offering 
no concrete solutions. 

The watchword after the 
speecl:t seemed to he "beauti­
ful." 

.. I think the speech was 
very beautiful," said Mrs. 
Olive Brandon, a delegate 
from Dayton, o. "i thougl!t it 
was simply beautiful · · · 
be it'·~.:··· 

1 ~ \ l ~· t • 

tht:11~ghout the comment::. of 
others. Delegates were only 
minimall y divided over 

whether Mr. Ford should 
have outlined a plan to stamp 
out !njustices. The Rev. Louis 
H. Wade of White Plains, 
N.Y., was in the minority. He 
said that the President made 
a timely, "beautiful" speech, 
but ... " 

"Yes, there's a but. I think · 
he should have made some 
commitment to us. He did 
promise to work for everyone, 
everv American , but he 
moved over issues that actu­
ally confront us ," the Rev. 
Mr. Wade said. 

"He congratulated us on 
our political and other accom­
plishments but didn't say any­
thing about what he's going to 
do about poverty, housing, 
school busing," he said. 

The Rev. Timothy P. Mitch­
ell said before Mr. Ford's 
spPech that he and other 
delegates thought that "Presi­
dent Ford has not proposed, 
advocated or presented any 
legislation, so far, that would 
indicate anv sensitivity r.n hi~ 
~· :•!-~ ~:..· ~::::: !~~'~:.1::: ·.: £:.~:..~;;:;or 
and oppressed of this nation." 

The Rev. Mr. Mitchell said 
that he was concerned with 
comments of Mr. Ford's ad­
visers that the nation's eco­
nomic problems harmed 
mainly "slock brokers." 

"We who are supported by 
poor people, live with poor 
people ... know that the 
persons who are being hurt 
economically the most .. . . 
are not the stock brokers nut 
the poor," the Rev. Mr. 
Mitchell said. 

But no mqqer n!an or 
1_1'"\'. (~ (1 

.1 ,;~'-' ~~ ... ,, .-.~:_;dL .>t .:,>......u.J-

ing the Rev . T. J. Jemison, 
general secretary of the Orga- , 
nization:_ __ ,.~------
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"We could 1:ead into his 
message that he is going to do 
all he can to help in the held 
of education and employ­
ment," said the Rev. Mr. 
Jemison . who lives in Baton 
Rouge, ·La. "He gave us what 
we needed and wanted to 
hear . He said he was for 
quality education for every 
child and I think he will 
enforce laws related -to that 

·and to other aspects of life." 
The Rev. B. D. Lambert of 

Mobile, Ala., agreed. The tone 

MisceHaneous 

14, 19 7 5 

of 1\ir. Ford's speech "showed 
us that he's with us - and 
that's the most important 
point," said the Rev. Mr. 
Lam bert in a gravelly, Sun­
d3y morning-sermon delivery. 
"He's the only white man I've 
heard speaking to blacks who 
didn't call us his brothers and • 
sisters in Christ. He simply 
called us his brothers and 
sisters. 

" And that's great because • 
if I'm somebody's brother I 
want to be his brother all the 

way, not just in Christ. I want 
to be his brother in jail where 
injustices are going on and in 
banks where loans are handed 
out. Don't confine brother­
hood to Christ. President 
Ford dtdn't," the minister 
said. 1 

And why should the Presi­
dent make promises he may 
be unable to keep, said the 
~.... :::.,, .... ~~ ?·.:: :.~ :.:E T~;~:.;:-~ 
!,';~a. -'r"e~ ~.lr. Ford appar­
ently appealed to the Rev. 
Mr. -Fonc because his speech 
was void of firm stands. 

Mrs. Lana Brooks, a dele­
gate \vho lives in St. Louis, 
dabbed her eyes after Mr. 
Ford left the auditorium. She 
and a small group of friends 
said they were " somewhat 
overcome," by the Presi­
dent's remark . 

"He just said so much 
about a! I our great· people, 
like Booker T. Washington, 
Martin Luther Kin,. ! ou 

She adjusted her sequined h~t 
and continued. 

"And when everybodv sang 
the Star-Spangled B:mner, I 
thought it was wonderft:i." 

A vetcrnn \Vhi~e 1-fn; ..... c cor­
respondent noted that it had 
been several years since he 
last had heard an aud;Prce cf 
a President sing the national 
antherh ns PnthJn:.;!?.::!!c:::~~:.' 2s 
t.:::: ~~:~·:2;-;:ivu Gc.iegate:-, iJa.tl. 

"I guess we just real:y fe!t 
it " Mrs. Brooks said. 

'But there was at leost one 
maverick in the ·crowd. Mari­
an McClendon was walking 
a lone , her hands dug deep 
into the pockets of her tren·~h 
coat , when she 1-vas a<ked for 
her impression of Ford. 

"Personally, I never cared 
fo r the man,'' said tlie 20-
year-old delegate from Cleve­
land. "I think he was just 
tt:ying to seli folks on himself. 
He was trying to sell a prod­
uct-·- hims"lf. 

"! , <• 
gu.xj juiJ, sl:.__ .So~-.!. }, L~ )-.l ~.-: 1 i~lt. t .t -... ')''...(L 

·-----------------------~~---~--~----------
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Miscellaneous 

(cont. ) 

Remarks /Questions and Answers 
Frank G. Zarb 

INTRODUCTION OF THE PRESIDENT 
Christopher S. Bond, Governor of Missouri 

ADDRESS AND QUESTION AND ANSWERS 
BY THE 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 

Program Moderator and Conference Chairman 
William J. Baroody, Jr. 
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SPONSORING ORGANIZATIONS 

Advertising Club of Greater St. Louis 
Arts & Education Council of Greater St. Louis 

Associated Industries of Missouri 
Higher Education Coordinating Council of Metropolitan St. Louis 

Missouri American Revolution Bicentennial Commission 
The Missouri Bar 

Missouri Federation of Women 1 s Club 
Missouri Press Association 

Missouri State Medical ..:':..ssociation 
Regional Forum -- East- West Gateway 

Coordinating Council 
St. Louis O.I.C. 

St. Louis Police Officers Association 
St. Louis Regional Commerce and 9rowth Association 

Sie~ra Club -- Ozark Chapter 
Urban League of St. Louis 

Vocational Industrial Clubs of America -- Missouri Chapter 
Women 1s Crusade Against Crime 

World Trade Club of St. Louis 
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ADMINISTRATION PARTICIPANTS 

GERALD R. FORD 
President of the United States 

David Mathews 
Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare 

Ja1ne s T. Lynn 
Director, Office of Management and Budget 

L. William Seidman 
Assistant to the President for Economic Affairs 

Frank G. Zarb 
Adm.inistrator, Federal Energy Adrninistration 

Russell E. Train 
Administrator, Enviromnental Protection Agency 

William J. Baroody, Jr. 
Assistant to the President for Public Liaison 

Roderick M. Hills 
Counsel to the President 

Richard L. Thornburgh 
Assistant Attorney General, Department of Justice 

Richard G. Parsons 
Associate Director, Domestic Council 

Stanley S. Scott 
Special Assistant to the President for Minority Affairs 




